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History of the Durand Public Library 

 

Andrew Carnegie 

Andrew Carnegie was a multimillionaire who had built his fortune on the railroad 
and in iron and steel production. Besides being a millionaire, he was also a great 
philanthropist. He believed that the rich should distribute their wealth throughout 
their lifetime. He therefore donated funds for various organizations, including the 
Library Fund. Through this fund Carnegie donated forty one million dollars and 
built seventeen hundred libraries throughout the country, one of which was in 
Durand, which is pictured below. 

http://www.carnegie.org/
http://www.carnegie.org/


............. .  

The Durand Public Library cost $7500 to build in 1906 and housed over 1500 
books. The Durand Free Library building was also placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1980. In 1996, facing closure due to lack of handicapped 
accessibility,the Durand Free Library board investigated combining facilities with 
the Durand School District, which was building a new facility. A plan was 
developed creating a larger library space within this new building and the library 
was then moved to the Durand high school, and renamed the Durand Community 
Library. The old library building was then sold to Goethel & Seifert Law Offices. 

 

 

The Librarians of the Durand Public Library 

 
 

B. E. Barton 

Mrs. B. E. Barton, was the first Durand librarian from 1886 to 1900. She was the 
librarian in the Huntington feed store before the city took over the library. 

 

 



Ella Mae Dunlap 

Mrs. Ella Dunlap served as a librarian from 1900 to 1928. She was known for being 
a very courteous and capable person. 

 

Annabelle Alkire Fox 

Mrs. Annabelle Alkire Fox served as a librarian from 1928 to 1938. Annabelle, the 
only child of W.E. and Carrie Howard Alkire was born in the town of Durand, May 

14th, 1889. On October 4, 1927, Annabelle and Henry T. Fox were married. For 
the last ten years of her life, Annabelle worked as the Durand librarian. 

 

Mrs. Arnold Peterson 

Mrs. Arnold Peterson served as the librarian from 1938 to 1945. 

 

Mrs. James Clemens 

Mrs. James Clemens has served as the librarian from 1944. Mrs. Clemens is still 
working as the librarian of the Durand Free Library today. Mrs. Clemens is known 

for being a very kind woman. 

 

Mrs. Basil Jordan 

Mrs. Basil Jordan served as the librarian from 1945 to 1949. 

 

Mrs. T.A. Parker 

Mrs. T.A. Parker served as the librarian from 1949 to 1963. 

 

 



Lucia Goodrich 

Lucia Goodrich served as a librarian from 1962 to 1982. Lucia was born on January 
13, 1899 in rural Augusta. After high school and teaching school, she moved to 
Durand, where she taught fourth and fifth grades for two years. On August 25, 

1921, she married Robert W. Goodrich. For twenty years she worked as the 
librarian for the Durand library. 

 

 

Mary Peterson 

Mary Peterson served as Librarian for 13 years, from 1978 until 1991. 

 

 Patti Blount 

Patti Blount has served in the Durand Library since 1991 and is now the head 
librarian at the new Durand Community library. 

 



 

Avonelle Lamphere 

Avonelle is a library assistant and is pictured here 
helping Jamie Whitwam and Megan Stewart with the 

Infotrac. 

 

Mr. Clare is the main librarian for the school. He 
watches over the kids who are doing research in the 

library. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


